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FUCK FIFA!

The World Cup is larger than
ever (expanded to feature forty-
eight teams to appease
broadcasters and at the
detriment to players), but
football is not FIFA.

How will players and fans in the
US respond to this massive
global sporting event staged
here in 20267

How will football be reclaimed by
the people, who refuse to be
complicit in mass death?

Autonomous Football League
NYC, January 2026
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This drawing of a soccer ball shaped like
a skull is from a political cartoon made
sometime in advance of the 1978 Men’s
FIFA World Cup in Argentina.

Two years earlier, the military had taken
control of the country and installed a
dictator: General Jorge Rafael Videla.

Tens of thousands of people deemed
enemies of the state, however arbitrarily,
were imprisoned, tortured, or killed—
disappeared into clandestine detention
centers, many in high-density cities,
hidden in plain sight.

Activists around the world campaigned
against the World Cup, calling for
players and viewers to boycott the
event, where the games were held in
close proximity to these black sites.
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The
boycott did
not
achieve
£ wide
SEf appeal.
NS Despite
the influx
of a large international community of
fans, players, journalists, and
governments, there was no
substantial increase in awareness of
the country’s human rights abuses.
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Instead, the international presence
and Argentina’s victory at the games
served to normalize the political
situation. In a secret agreement,
Videla hired an American public
relations company (Burson-
Marsteller, now Burson) to promote
Argentina’s military junta in a positive
light.



