It is your right to document suspected ICE activity
« Use SALUTE to gather specific information about what
you are seeing: Size, Activity, Location, Uniform, Time,
Equipment
o Example: SPOTTED @ Driggs Ave and Lorimer St,
12:50pm, 3 masked agents standing across the street in
vests that say "police” with handcuffs
« Take videos/photos of agents, vehicles, and interactions
with civilians
. Call or text the SALUTE information and photos/videos to
NYC’s hotline: (229) 304-8720
« If someone is being detained, attempt to get their full
name and emergency contact

Questions to discuss with your football community to get
organized
« What do we do if ICE shows up at our park during pick
up next week?
« Are any of the friends we play with at risk for racial
profiling/detainment?
« Have any of us done Know Your Rights or Deporation
Defense trainings?
« Are there any established Ice Watch groups in the
neighborhoods where we play?
« Have I talked to my other football friends about ICE and
the World Cup?

It is your right to document suspected ICE activity
« Use SALUTE to gather specific information about what
you are seeing: Size, Activity, Location, Uniform, Time,
Equipment
o Example: SPOTTED @ Driggs Ave and Lorimer St,
12:50pm, 3 masked agents standing across the street in
vests that say "police” with handcuffs
« Take videos/photos of agents, vehicles, and interactions
with civilians
« DM the SALUTE information and photos/videos to NYC
ICE Watch (@nycicewatch) on Instagram
. If someone is being detained, attempt to get their full
name and emergency contact

Questions to discuss with your football community to get
organized
« What do we do if ICE shows up at our park during pick
up next week?
« Are any of the friends we play with at risk for racial
profiling/detainment?
- Have any of us done Know Your Rights or Deporation
Defense trainings?
o Are there any established Ice Watch groups in the
neighborhoods where we play?
« Have I talked to my other football friends about ICE and
the World Cup?

Join the People’s World Cup!
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In NYC, as in many cities around the world, football is an
immigrant sport. Its language is universal; its ability to
transcend borders is irrefutable. For many recently arrived
folks, the pitch provides a place for community-building,
comfort, and joy in a city which they are denied even the most
basic human decency.

In January 2026, it was reported that two Manhattan Celtic
football players were detained by ICE after their training
session at Pier 40 Hudson River Park. They were released after
club representatives intervened, but many others may not have
the same support from community organizations. ICE’s
presence near those fields is not surprising considering the
Hudson River Park Trust have maintained a series of parking
contracts with DHS since 2004, including an ongoing five-year
contract with ICE which is due to expire in June. ICE’s
attempted targeting of football players and of pitches as a tool
for surveillance and detainment is painful.

With the upcoming World Cup, football will be everywhere.
Simultaneously, increased surveillance and both federal and
local policing will accompany this world event, especially in
host cities. Already in February, ICE’s Acting Director, Todd
Lyons, stated that the agency will play a “key part” in the
tournament’s “overall security apparatus.” Now more than
ever, organizing your soccer community, whether an official
league or an informal pickup crew, is paramount. We keep us
safe on and off the pitch.
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With the upcoming World Cup, football will be everywhere.
Simultaneously, increased surveillance and both federal and
local policing will accompany this world event, especially in
host cities. Already in February, ICE’s Acting Director, Todd
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tournament’s “overall security apparatus.” Now more than
ever, organizing your soccer community, whether an official
league or an informal pickup crew, is paramount. We keep us
safe on and off the pitch.

Know Your Rights in Public Spaces

ICE can approach and question people in public spaces such as
outdoor pitches, parks, and indoor fields without a judicial
warrant. To detain you, they only need “reasonable suspicion”.
As we’ve seen recently, this could be the language you speak or
the color of your skin. But, you still have rights.
« DON'T SPEAK: You have the right to remain silent. You
don’t have to answer questions.

o Ask: “Am I being detained?” Repeat this question until
you get an answer. If the answer is NO, walk away
calmly.

« DON'T SHOW: You do not need to show any type of ID.
« DON'T SIGN: Do not sign any documents without speaking
to a lawyer first.
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Know Your Rights in Public Spaces
ICE can approach and question people in public spaces such as
outdoor pitches, parks, and indoor fields without a judicial
warrant. To detain you, they only need “reasonable suspicion”.
As we’ve seen recently, this could be the language you speak or
the color of your skin. But, you still have rights.
« DON'T SPEAK: You have the right to remain silent. You
don’t have to answer questions.

o Ask: “Am I being detained?” Repeat this question until
you get an answer. If the answer is NO, walk away
calmly.

« DON'T SHOW: You do not need to show any type of ID.
« DON'T SIGN: Do not sign any documents without speaking
to a lawyer first.
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