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There are certain powerful ways in which the football field, or pitch, duplicates the
social field. First, as history; it is a location of social activity. Nationalities, classes, and
smaller social identities act out passionately on and around the pitch. Next, as collective
formation; groups assemble into myriad shapes on and off the pitch, as elsewhere in
societies. Football can touch off the powerful emotions that drive affiliations like teams,
fan clubs, hooligan gangs, and beyond. Third, as style, the ways individuals and their
communities or societies state their uniqueness; in football, this occurs mostly in the
styles of play. Maybe most famously, Brazil produced a fluid kind of game obviously
developed from capoeria, the Afro-Brazilian martial art. Fourth and most importantly,
the football field reproduces the interdependence that characterizes the social; when

people enthusiastically participate in the sport, they redefine it and themselves. ...

rchism,fro the heart, is a simple wish.

__ Thesport’s fundamental ease has taken it around the —
world and dragged us with it. It's one of the most wonderful things when we meet
someone new at a game, or our bonds strengthen at dinner or a bar after we play. If the
football field is essentially a meeting place for play, it must then extend to wherever
people enjoy being with each other. That’s where anarchy might start, or at least where
it can blossom. When the idea of self-organization can be made obvious by how a goal is
scored or how a team trains, anarchism seems like no great feat. Bringing football and
anarchism together is a natural, symbiotic thing. The pitch, what Gramsci called a “great

open-air kingdom of human loyalty,” needs to be made ours. ...

Footballis a quintes_sentiak team sport. There are team events in track and field, skii_ng pr
archery, but most of them are summaries of individual performances. In footbal_l—tlke in
other quintessential team sports: basketball, volleyball, hockey, etc.—therg is no
individual performance independent from the team. Even the success of Fong individual
dribbles usually depends on teammates leading defenders astray, opening up space,
etc. Likewise, free kick specialists could not score if teammates had not been fouled
within reasonable distance to the goal. It is not surprising that the performam:fes of
individual players often vary significantly with different tean:s: srt:me; Excelri‘n t;:::hcel;lrbs Q h

ut disappoint in their national sides, some improve greatly when they chan A . ‘G‘
tezm, etc. i?the same time, there is not only space for individual skill and creativity, but 'd D‘ |ec_+\ oM O Q)(c,e,c? oM

the success of the team is dependent on these qualities.

Cecent t‘ca;)ins aros ¢S
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